
Electricity Supply Board (ESB) is undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment for an 
11-turbine wind farm on moorland at Rickarton located approximately 6.5km to the north west of 
Stonehaven and 11 km south east of Banchory. ESB is Ireland’s part state owned electricity utility 
company. The Craigneil proposal will generate enough electricity for more than 24,900 homes.
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Why Craigneil?
The Craigneil site was selected after a lengthy process to 
identify potential wind farm sites across the UK, considering 
landscape sensitivities as well as planning, environmental and 
technical criteria.   

The site is an exposed location, with predominantly open 
moorland currently used for low intensity grazing. It has 
good wind speeds and no national or international statutory 
designations.

The turbines will be a maximum of 135 metres high to the tip of 
the blades. In addition to the turbines, the wind farm will consist 
of a substation and control building, a permanent meteorological 
mast, access from the A957 and access tracks serving the 
turbine locations. 

Comprehensive studies into the potential environmental 
effects of the wind farm will be contained in an Environmental 
Statement which will accompany a planning application that is 
likely to be submitted later in 2017.

Site location

Site layout



Craigneil Wind Farm

Community Feedback Questionnaire

Please complete this form to let us know what you think  
of the proposed Craigneil wind farm.

Please indicate your response to the following:

1. I support renewable energy.

  Agree 

  Neither agree nor disagree 

  Disagree 

2. I support wind energy as a form of renewable energy.

  Agree 

  Neither agree nor disagree 

  Disagree 

3. I support the proposed Craigneil Wind Farm. 

  Agree

  Neither agree nor disagree 

  Disagree 

4.  Do you have any comments about the project or suggestions 
on how the community benefit fund should be spent in the 
area?

Name:

Address: 

Post Code: 

Email: 

Telephone:

Construction
If consented, construction of the wind farm will last 
approximately 18 months depending on weather conditions 
and ecological considerations, with activities largely restricted 
to the site itself. At the end of the scheme’s design life, the 
turbines will either be replaced or decommissioned.  

Construction traffic will access the site off the main A957, 
following a new access track.

The delivery of larger components will be subject to 
agreement with the local authorities to minimise delays  
on public roads.

Economic benefits
There will be direct and indirect economic benefits to the 
development including local jobs during the construction  
period and a range of civils contracts available for tender.  
Once operational, several full-time maintenance jobs will be 
created, together with further opportunities for companies 
supplying goods and services. 

Local labour will be used wherever possible and local companies 
will be encouraged to tender for works. A meet the buyer day 
will be organised to encourage and help local companies put 
themselves forward for contract opportunities.

Noise
The design of turbines has progressed since the early days of wind 
farms and modern models are much quieter than earlier versions. 
The Craigneil wind farm will be designed to meet national guidance 
on acceptable noise levels for wind energy schemes.

Ecology
Ecological surveys and desk-studies are being carried out, 
and consultation with statutory and non-statutory nature 
conservation bodies and recording groups has been undertaken 
from an early stage. This has allowed the identification and 
consideration of sensitive ecological features during the 
development of the site layout and construction techniques, 
in order to minimise potential impacts on any sensitive bird or 
animal species and their habitats. Water courses will be avoided 
wherever possible both during construction and operation of the 
wind farm, with wildlife sensitive crossings and good practice 
construction techniques employed as required.

Visual impact
Photomontages of the wind farm will be completed from 
a range of different viewpoints, such as the A957 and 
Stonehaven some of which will be available at the forthcoming 
public exhibition.

Climate change – a burning issue
Global warming has become one of the most alarming and 
urgent challenges facing the planet.  

Generating electricity from fossil fuels is one of the biggest 
causes of rising carbon dioxide emissions, a key factor behind 
higher temperatures. Despite measures to improve energy 
efficiency and reduce consumption, the US Energy Information 
Administration International Energy Outlook (May 2016) 
predicts that world electricity demand will increase by 69% 
between 2012 and 2040.

Renewable energy sources include sunlight, wind, waves and 
tides, which are continuously replenished and will never run 
out. Of these, wind power is currently the most economical and 
technically advanced, producing no carbon dioxide emissions 
(the main greenhouse gas associated with climate change) or 
other pollutants. Wind power also assists in creating a more 
balanced energy supply for the UK and contributes to reducing 
dependency on fossil fuels such as gas and coal. 

Scotland now generates around 57% of its electricity from 
renewable sources, and the Scottish Government has set a 
target of 100% of electricity from renewable sources by 2030.

Wind power makes an important contribution towards Scotland’s 
overall renewable energy targets. It is free and available 
in abundant quantities, with the potential to create local 
employment as well as reduce the use of fossil fuels.
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Illustrative view from Elsick Mounth
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Community Benefits
Local businesses will benefit from contracts during the 
construction period, which is likely to last around 18 months.  
Contracts valued in the £millions will be put out for tender and  
it is expected that a significant proportion will directly benefit  
the regional economy. A substantial work force will also be 
required during the construction period.  

Aside from the job and local business opportunities offered 
during construction and operation we also wish to set up a 
community benefit fund. There are a wide range of community 
benefit options and we are keen to understand the preferences 
of people living locally to develop a scheme that best meets 
local needs. We will be taking the opportunity to get the  
views of as many community members as possible during  
the consultation process to understand local preferences.

The next steps
Once the Environmental Impact Assessment is complete and 
submitted, the proposals will be considered by Aberdeenshire 
Council, together with representations from local people and 
other consultees before a decision is made.

If you have any questions, please feel free to ring our 
Freephone inquiry line on 0800 169 5290 or email us  
at info@craigneilwindfarm.co.uk.

Alternatively, write to our Freepost address:  
Freepost Consultation. (No stamp required)

Or visit our website: www.craigneilwindfarm.co.uk

About ESB
Established in 1927 ESB is now Ireland’s foremost  
energy company, ESB is working towards a brighter,  
more sustainable energy future by investing in low carbon 
generating technologies, building smarter electricity 
networks and working with others to find innovative 
solutions to today’s energy challenges. ESB has 
approximately 7150 employees and provides power  
to 1.5million customers. 

In terms of generation it has 4800MW of which 13%  
(over 600MW) is renewables.

Come and find out more
ESB is holding two public exhibitions for local residents:

•   Lairhillock School, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3QS - 
Thursday 8 December 2016 - 4pm to 8pm

•   St James’ Episcopal Church, Arbuthnott Street, Stonehaven, 
AB39 2JJ - Friday 9 December – 2pm to 8pm

Please come along and find out more about the proposal. Key 
members of the project team will be on hand to answer any 
questions you may have. We look forward to meeting you.

FREEPOST CONSULTATION


