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Community Update for proposed Craigneil Wind Farm 

 
Electricity Supply Board (ESB), Ireland’s part state owned electricity utility company, is finalising its 
plans for  submitting a planning application to Aberdeenshire Council for an 11-turbine wind farm 
near the Craigneil peak on moorland at Rickarton located approximately 6.5km to the north west of 
Stonehaven and 11 km south east of Banchory.  
 
Invitations for two community events have been circulated to all residents and businesses within a 7 
mile radius of the site. The public exhibitions will take place on the 28th and 29th of June at the 
following venues: 
 

• Lairhillock School, Netherley, Stonehaven, AB39 3QS – Wednesday, 28 June 2017 - 4pm to 
8pm 

• St James’ Episcopal Church, Arbuthnott St., Stonehaven, AB39 2JJ -  Thursday,  29 June – 
2pm to 8pm 

 
The Craigneil wind farm would generate enough electricity for more than 26,100* homes making an 
important contribution towards Scotland’s overall renewable energy targets as well as creating local 
employment and reducing the use of fossil fuels.  
 
There will be direct and indirect economic benefits to the development including local jobs during 
the construction period and a range of civils contracts available for tender. Once operational, several 
full-time maintenance jobs will be created, together with further opportunities for companies 
supplying goods and services. Local companies will be encouraged to tender for works. A meet the 
buyer’s day will be organised to encourage and help local companies put themselves forward for 
contract opportunities. 
 
In addition to the job and local business opportunities offered during construction and operation we 
will be setting up a community benefit fund of £5k per megawatt.  This will equate to £176,000 per 
year and £4.4m over the life of the project.  There are a wide range of community benefit options 
and we are keen to understand the preferences of people living locally to develop a scheme that 
best meets local needs. 
 
An update of the proposals, that were unveiled in December 2016, will be available at the 
community update events, including revised photomontages of how the wind farm may look. 
Members of the project team will be available to discuss the proposals and answer questions.  In 
addition residents and local organisations can call the Freephone number (0800 169 5290) with 
questions/comments or visit www.craigneilwindfarm.co.uk which incorporates a community 
feedback questionnaire. 
 
A full environmental impact assessment has being undertaken as part of the planning process.   A 
planning application will be submitted to Aberdeenshire Council later this year, once plans have 
been finalised, having taken account of feedback from the local community.  There will an 
opportunity to make formal representations once the planning application is submitted to 
Aberdeenshire Council. 
  
*   Based on ‘average’ UK domestic electricity consumption of 3,938 kWh/pa, as used by BEIS, candidate turbine model Siemens 3.2-113 
and a capacity factor of 31% which is the average capacity factor for onshore wind over the last 5 years taken from data issued in the 
Digest of United Kingdom Energy Statistics  July 2016. 

http://www.craigneilwindfarm.co.uk/


 
ENDS 
Further details are available from Carole Riley on 0161 359 4113 
 
Notes to editors 
About Electricity Supply Board 

 
Established in 1927 ESB is now Ireland’s foremost energy company, ESB is working towards a 
brighter, more sustainable energy future by investing in low carbon generating technologies, 
building smarter electricity networks and working with others to find innovative solutions to today’s 
energy challenges. ESB has approximately 7150 employees and provides power to 1.5million 
customers.  
 
In terms of generation it has 4800MW of which 13% (over 600MW) is renewables. 

 


